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From Ice to Plasma
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2001:               is founded

“ISN’T IT AMAZING 
THAT WE FOUND ICE 

ON MARS!”

“ISN’T IT AMAZING 
THAT WE CAN GET 

CASE LAW FOR 
FREE ON THE 
INTERNET?”
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2005: CanLII launches the Reflex Citator
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“ISN’T IT AMAZING 
THAT CANLII NOW HAS 
CAPABILITIES SIMILAR 

TO COMMERCIAL 
PUBLISHERS?”
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“WOW! THEY HAVE ALL 
CURRENT CANADIAN 

CASE LAW!”
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By Jean‐Pol GRANDMONT ‐ travail personnel (own work), CC BY 2.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=191210

• We know about the energy and skill it takes 
to “heat that water”.

• We know that adding more and more cases 
makes a significant difference to users.

• We know that we improved the user 
experience over the years.

• We know that more and more people rely on 
CanLII alone for primary law.

Heating “the CanLII water” is not 
trivial!
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But for some users…
ˉ\_(ツ)_/ˉ
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“THEY HAVE 

ALL 
THE CASES THAT 
MATTER TODAY!”
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Our value proposition to individual authors:
• Circumvent (simpler)

• More exposure (not hidden behind paywall)

• Linked to cases in CanLII collection and part of the greater “web” 
of open legal information available on CanLII

• Not asking of assignment of rights

• Strength / credibility of CanLII brand

• Available to the public

Secondary Materials

+
Content from academia

Content under control of law societies
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